
Drawstring Linen Shorts Tutorial and Free Pattern
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What can be more cooling than wearing a pair of comfy linen shorts in the
summer heat? Nothing short of a necessity during warm weather, our crisp
linen shorts are an everyday kind of comfortable with an elasticated
paperbag waistband, drawstring, and two side pockets. Perfect for beach
walks, week-long vacations, and other casual summer plans, these little
sweeties are a staple you can’t live without!

Materials

2 yards of IL019 BLEACHED Softened Medium Weight Linen

Matching sewing thread, 2 yards of 1/2?-wide elastic

Tools
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Scissors, pins, ruler, chalk, fabric marker, needle, safety pin, buttonhole foot,
measuring tape, seam ripper, sewing machine

Difficulty

Beginner

Time

3-4 hours

Pattern

For this project, we are using our Crisp Linen Pants pattern that is available
as a multi-sized printable PDF. Print out the pattern and shorten the legs to
your desired length. What is great about this little hack is that you can
actually choose the length you like and make a pair of mini shorts.
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Here are a few modifications to the original pattern that you’ll have to make:

1. Shorten the legs to your desired length. In this example, we decided to cut
the legs 2.5” (6,5 cm) from the crotch and then added 1.5” (4 cm) seam
allowance.

2. The second modification concerns the waistband. In the pants pattern, we
have a separate waistband that is designed for a pleated front and to
accommodate ¾”-wide elastic. For this pair of shorts which doesn’t have
pleats and utilize ½”-wide elastic, you’ll need to add an extension to create
an integrated casing. To do so, add a 2,5” extension to the shorts front and
back pieces by extending the original waist. On how to alter an existing
pattern to create a casing extension you can consult this detailed tutorial 
HERE.

3. Lastly, create a decorative drawstring. Cut one rectangle of fabric that is
¾” wide and approximatively 60” long.

Tip: To get two mirror pieces of each leg, fold your fabric in half parallel to
the grain line, pin your paper pattern pieces an inch away from the fold and
cut two layers at once.

Steps

Note: Prewash your fabric and tumble dry it until it is still slightly moist, dry in
room temperature. Iron the fabric so it is easier to work with.

1. The very first thing to do is to attach the inseam pockets. Follow this step-
by-step tutorial and place your pockets 5” from the waist.
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Each pocket should be sandwiched between a shorts front and back. Sew
along side seams and the pockets all in one seam at a 3/8” (1 cm) seam
allowance. Then trim the seam allowance down to 1/4 (6 mm) and serge or
zigzag the raw edges together to prevent the fabric from fraying. Press the
seams flat folding the serged/zigzagged edges towards the front of your
shorts.
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2. Once you’ve attached your pockets and finished sewing the side seams,
you need to pin each short front to the corresponding short back at the
inseam right sides together.
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3. Stitch the pinned edges together at a 3/8” (1 cm) seam allowance. Serge
or zigzag the raw edges together to prevent the fabric from fraying. Press the
seams flat folding the serged/zigzagged edges towards the back of the
shorts.

4. Turn the right leg right side out and slip it into the left leg.
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5. Pin the crotch seams together matching the side seams and inseams.
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6. Sew along the crotch seam at a 3/8” (1 cm) seam allowance. Serge or
zigzag the raw edges together and press the seam flat.

Here’s what your shorts look like from the right side at this point:
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Now that your legs are assembled, you need to create a paperbag waistband
with tiered elastic casings. We have a great tutorial about different types of
elastic waistbands HERE that you can consult for more detailed instructions.

7. Working on the wrong side, fold down the 2.5” extension that you added to
the pants pattern and press.
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8. Now press the raw edge of your fabric under 3/8” (1 cm) allowance to the
wrong side.

After you’ve pressed the seam allowance, the total width of your casing is
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about 2 inches. With these two inches, you’ll need to create 3 equally sized
casings. The top one will be used to create the paperbag effect, the middle
one will hold a 1/2-wide elastic plus a decorative drawstring, and the bottom
one will have another row of 1/2-wide elastic.

9. Divide your casing into three equal parts (each section should be at least
5/8” wide to fit the elastic) and topstitch around the entire top casing, no
opening needed.

10. Before topstitching the middle casing in place, create two buttonholes for
the drawstring to go through. Open the casing fold and mark the location of
the buttonholes in the area that will become your right side casing after it’s
sewn. They should be in the center of the middle casing, on either side of the
center front seam. Sew the buttonholes and cut them open using your seam
ripper.

For more detailed instructions you can check our great tutorial HERE.
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11. Fold your casing again and topstitch along the lower edge of your middle
casing beginning and ending at the garment center back. Leave a small
opening for the elastic. Using your safety pin, insert the elastic (cut to a
comfortable length plus 1” seam allowance), stitch the elastic ends together
and close the opening.
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12. Sew your drawstring. Once again, you’ll find step-by-step instructions in 
this tutorial.
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13. Feed the drawstring through the buttonhole using a safety pin. Make sure
not to twist it. Tie knots at the ends of the drawstring to keep it from slipping
back into the casing.
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14. Finally, topstitch around the lower edge of your bottom casing leaving a
small opening. Then use your safety pin to insert the elastic (cut to a
comfortable length plus 1” seam allowance), stitch the elastic ends together
and close the opening.

15. Lastly, finish your legs with a rolled hem. Fold the fabric twice towards
the wrong side, 3/8 to 1 inch, press, pin and stitch.
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Give your shorts one last good press and you are all done!
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We absolutely love how effortless yet elegant these shorts look in white. But you 
can always browse our selection of linen fabrics and find the color that inspires 
you for this project!
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